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THE onedegreecourseonofferthat
mostpuzzledstudentsandbecame
the butt of everymeritocracy-re-
lated joke was the B. Sc Per-
hutanan(IndustriTeknologiSerat
Kayu)or,as it is fondlycalled,the
"SeratKayudegree".
The degree,which is for wood
fibre technology,is all aboutcon-
vertingwoodwasteintowoodcom-
posites,includingchipboardsand
pulp. Far from being a silly or
uselesscourse,it is actuallythe
steppingstoneinto the multi-mil-
lion dollarwoodfibreindustry.
Thereis ahighdemandforwood
compositeproductsboth at home
andabroad,saysUniversityPutra
Malaysia(UPM) ForestryFaculty
lecturerDr ZaidonAshari.
"It iswidelyusedin thefurniture
industry,especiallyto makecab-
inets,panellingsandfloorings."
The "SeratKayu degree"canget
you a job in the highly lucrative
woodfibreindustryaswellasgov-
ernment agenciessuch as the
ForestryDepartmentandtheFor-
est Research Institute of
Malaysia.
This courseis beingofferedby
Universiti SabahMalaysia,while
UPM's ForestryFacultyis offering
woodsciencetechnologyasaminor
subject.
"Wewill beofferinga degreein
WoodScienceand Technologyin
threeyearstime,"saysZaidon.
